Center for Archaeology at the Governor Martin House,
off Lafayette Street, between Seminole Drive and My-
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Drive. The film is produced by Florida State University
students, spotlighting an endangered river system.
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CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Gibson

Actor Dabney Coleman is 87.
Singer-songwriter Van Dyke Parks
is 76. Singer Stephen Stills is 74.
Bassist John Paul Jones of Led Zeppelin is 73. Actress Victoria Principal is 69. Actor Mel Gibson is 63. Jazz
saxophonist James Carter is 50.

ASTROLOGY
The costumed cast of “Under The Rainbow.” KRISTIN BASS-PETERSEN

Young actors launch dreams
in ‘Under the Rainbow’
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Zola Geyer has big dreams. “In 15 years, I want to be
on Broadway,” she said. The 11-year-old home school
student is inching steadily toward her goal. Her first
step was joining Making Light Productions. Zola has
been cast in their original musical production called
“Under the Rainbow” and she’s looking forward to her
debut. “I love all of it so far, but singing is my favorite
thing,” she said.
“Under the Rainbow” is set in the bird sanctuary of
Noah’s Ark and the show explores what it means to be
different. It celebrates individuality and inclusivity
which are guiding tenets of Making Light. The nonprofit theater arts education organization is committed to serving children of all abilities.
The cast of “Under the Rainbow” is comprised of
kids with special needs working and learning alongside their typically developing peers. Together, they
study music, dance, and acting, as well as build sets,
make costumes and perform.
Zola plays a Counting Crow in the production and
her costume comes complete with a green accountant’s visor. She embodies her organized and analytical character by drawing on some of her natural personality traits though other aspects of her role are
more demanding. “I use body language to show that
my character’s angry. It’s hard sometimes, trying to
find that anger and frustration so it comes across.”
In the show Zola acts exasperated but in reality,
she’s delighted to be part of this one-hour musical
comedy alongside newfound friends like Naomi Asher
who plays the Hummingbird. Naomi is in the fifth
grade at Gilchrist Elementary School and she enjoys
the camaraderie of her castmates. She’s been involved
with Making Light for two years and she’s excited
about “Under the Rainbow.”
“It’s a really heartwarming show and it’s about being kind to people,” Naomi explained. “The Hummingbird is a fun part. I fly around really fast and have a
really obnoxious laugh.”
Though Naomi appreciates the attention of an audience, she mostly enjoys the process of rehearsing.
“What we say in theater is ‘practice makes perfect.’ I do
the same thing with violin. It’s a really hard instrument
to play but the more you practice, it becomes easier.
Like school work and tests.”
Much like learning lines or new choreography, we
can also learn tolerance and acceptance - lessons that
benefit everyone. Children who work side-by-side
with others of different abilities learn that we all have
something worthy to contribute. Cooperation and collaboration make us stronger as evidenced by the creative team for “Under the Rainbow.”
Mandi Broadfoot, Cameron Garrett and Paul Zmolek are co-directing the production but Zmolek is quick
to point out that many people have a hand in making a
successful show. “Mandi wrote the libretto and Jeb
Bodiford wrote the music for it. We have two parents
who are volunteers who have created about 30 elaborate costumes.”
In addition to working with Making Light, Zmolek is
the co-artistic director of Callous Physical Theatre, an
organization that creates original performance installations. He knows the challenges of mounting new
productions and said “these kids have been rehearsing
this show since August and that length of time is not
that much different to what would work with adults. If
you have a scripted, published show and you’re working with experienced people, you can do it in six weeks,
no problem. But if you’re bringing a new show to life, a

Zola Geyer plays a Counting Crow and also makes
waves in one of the scenes. AMANDA THOMPSON

If you go
What: “Under the Rainbow”
When: 7 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 5, and 2 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
6
Where: Theatre Tallahassee’s Main Stage, 1861 Thomasville Tickets
Tickets: $10-$25 at UndertheRainbowMusical.com

year is not unheard-of.”
“Under the Rainbow” will be staged at Theatre Tallahassee on Jan. 5 and 6. In addition, the show will be
presented to area elementary and middle schools, and
available for viewing via Making Light’s Vimeo channel. The goal is to spread the musical’s message as
broadly as possible.
“There’s a definite moral to the story,” said Zmolek.
“We all have our purpose. We need to work together
and we should celebrate our differences.” These concepts are modeled by the Making Light team and are
essential to an inclusive arts education.
“With children, we recognize that there is a need to
support their well-being, their sense of self, being able
to cooperate and to work individually,” Zmolek said.
“The arts do that brilliantly. What I’m seeing after
working with these kids for a couple years, is a really
exciting growth in their abilities. These children have
gifts.”
“Under the Rainbow” will be presented to the public
on Jan. 5-6, at Theatre Tallahassee’s Main Stage.
Tickets are available for the Saturday night and Sunday matinee shows at UndertheRainbowMusical.com
at a rate of $10-$25.
Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

HOLIDAY MATHIS

Aries (March 21-April 19). You can be angry with
someone and love that person at the same time. You
can be disappointed in an action and still stand behind the general plan. Complexities will come into
play, and you’ll manage them beautifully.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). Get centered and do
your best without looking around to see how anyone else is doing. The only thing you should be comparing yourself with is your own past performance,
and even that might be a bad idea.
Gemini (May 21-June 21). It’s easy to get excited
about your own idea, but when someone else’s idea
has you excited and willing to work, you know it
must be a good one. Be generous, but also clear
about the arrangement going forward.
Cancer (June 22-July 22). Experience always
grows you. So when the choice is between what you
know and what you don’t know, you’ll choose what
you don’t know… as long as it’s not terribly inconvenient or expensive.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Relationships improve because you put thought into resolving your issues
with another person. And the other person doesn’t
even have to know about it! Your change is enough
to change the whole dynamic.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The basics of good
communication aren’t universally distributed at
birth. Eye contact, listening, affirming through verbal or nonverbal cues… this must be learned. And
not everyone you’ll deal with today has learned it
yet.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Oscar Wilde summed
up today’s predicament very well when he said,
“Anybody can sympathise with the sufferings of a
friend, but it requires a very fine nature to sympathise with a friend’s successes.”
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). As an intuitive person,
you know that inner guidance can be illogical and
sometimes doesn’t quite culminate into something
you can make sense of. But it does often enough,
which is why you’ll keep paying attention.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When you really
comb back over what you’ve been taught, you’ll find
that you disagree with more of it than you care to
bring up over the dinner table. Some battles are best
shrugged off. Vive la difference.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll take notice of
who you are around different people – what each
brings out in you – so you can surround yourself
with people who bring out your best and brightest,
and/or a lighthearted, surprising side of you.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Oddly enough, your
work will be best noticed when you do not do it. So,
pull back on the efforts. Let them feel the void. And
then pull back a little more so they can understand
the exact nature of your typical contributions.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Basic niceties are well
within normal expectations, but the problem is that
not everyone was brought up with the same manners and customs. You may have to gently educate
others about what you need.

TODAY IN HISTORY
Today is Thursday, Jan. 3, the third day of 2019.
There are 362 days left in the year.
On this date in:
1521: Martin Luther was excommunicated from
the Roman Catholic Church by Pope Leo X.
1777: Gen. George Washington’s army routed the
British in the Battle of Princeton, New Jersey.
1868: Japan’s Meiji Restoration re-established
the authority of the emperor and heralded the fall of
the military rulers known as shoguns; the upheaval
paved the way for Japan’s drive toward becoming a
modern power.
1959: Alaska became the 49th state as President
Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a proclamation.
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